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When and where did you firstly run into the lifesaving arena
in Hong Kong and the HKLSS? How do you comment on the
quality of lifesaving services in Hong Kong over the years?
And what do you think about the evolution of the roles of the
Hong Kong Life Saving Society (HKLSS) in this regard?
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Under the leadership of a group of altruistic volunteers, HKLSS has
played a proactive role to enhance the quality of lifesaving services
in Hong Kong. | first met the volunteers from the former Royal Life
Saving Society (Hong Kong Branch) and the former Hong Kong Life
Guard Club, like Mr. Henri KWOK and Mr. Francis LOQO, in various
local sports events in 1950s. As | continued actively working on
the development of local amateur sports, our interactions turned
out to be more frequent in 1970’s, | joined HKLSS as the Vice-
Patron in 1983. As the Chairman of the Urban Council and later
the Vice-Patron of HKLSS, | witnessed the unconditional efforts
HKLSS has been making through out the years in response to the
different challenges arising from, inter alia, the professionalism,
the advancement in lifesaving equipments and techniques, as
well as the continual growth of public aspirations towards lifeguard

services. Over the years, HKLSS has organized various events/
activities in Repulse Bay which has brought the young people to
this beautiful place, and offered a valuable opportunity for them to
enjoy the natural scenery during leisure time and holidays. Truely,
HKLSS has contributed a lot in promoting regular recreational
activities for the youngsters in Hong Kong.
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Swimming has long been one of the most popular leisure
activities in Hong Kong. As the founder of Hong Kong
Amateur Swimming Association (HKASA), what do you think
about the roles of the HKASA and the HKLSS in promoting
activity in Hong Kong?
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| do think that swimming and lifesaving go hand in hand in any
form. People should know how to swim before they know how to
rescue; meanwhile, swimmers would be competent and safe if
they know about lifesaving. In many circumstances, the HKASA
and HKLSS play equally important in promoting aquatic-related
activities in Hong Kong. Despite the competition for limited
government resources, the unique relationship and friendship
between the two societies is nicely kept up. | am very glad to see
that both societies did very well over the years in this regard and
would like to see more opportunities for cooperation between
HKLSS and HKASA in sports promotion and development.
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As the former President of the Amateur Sports Federation
and Olympic Committee (renamed in 1999 as the Sports
Federation & Olympic Committee of Hong Kong, China
(SF&OC) for some 30 years, you have witnessed the history
of the Hong Kong sports as well as its development. What
is your view towards the development of lifesaving sports
amongst others in Hong Kong?
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Lifesaving is not a new agenda in an international sport arena. It
has a long development history in some countries. As in Australia,
lifesaving is even a national sport. There are many lifesaving
competitions organized in the world everyday. Whilst lifesaving
is not much recognized as a kind of sports in South-east Asia
regions, | see the great potential for further development in these
areas. HKLSS’ proactive manner and her leadership in exploring
opportunities in this regard are worth noting.

As | said, lifesaving itself is not only a sport or leisure activity,
but also a kind of public service. And by offering safe aquatic
environment for the general public, lifesaving is also playing a
vital role in local sports development. Whilst we are proud of our
encouraging achievements in certain games, like wind surfing,
table-tennis, badminton and snooker, which have brought us much
glory in the international sports arena in the recent years, we should
not forget about the importance of high sports participation rate of
the general public which could make Hong Kong a healthy city in
the long run. Since that, provision of appropriate facilities, including
safe and clean aquatic environment, is of prime significance. What
makes swimming to be one of the most popular leisure activities in
Hong Kong over the years? | would say that the contributions from
the continual development in lifesaving should not be overlooked!
This undoubtedly makes me interested and eager to dedicate
much effort to support the lifesaving activities in Hong Kong.

In the recent years, | am very pleased to know that HKLSS has
been developing its works in both diversified and specialized
manners, bringing local lifesaving sports to the international arena.
The outstanding results of the Hong Kong Lifesaving Team in the
international lifesaving competitions have particularly marked a big
step forward. | see the development potential of lifesaving sports in
Hong Kong and sincerely wish that the endeavors would be kept up.
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Over the past 30 years, there should be some unforgettable
moments or incidences in relation to lifesaving or water
safety activities. Could you share with us?
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| would say that it should be the establishment of the Training
Centre in Repulse Bay and the times | participated in all those
lifesaving activities / functions therein. The Training Centre holds
quite a special meaning to me. It does not only represent the
attainment of the collaboration between the government and the
leadership of the lifesaving enthusiasts, but also the recognition
from the general public on the exceptional efforts HKLSS has been
making over the years.

| could still remember when the then Hong Kong Life Guard Club
asked the Council for assistance in pursuing a permanent training
centre in Repulse Bay in 1970s. At that time, notwithstanding
the strong reservations from the Government, | supported the
proposal wholeheartedly. | spent a lot of time to explain to the
heads of the relevant Government departments on the importance
of the provision of quality lifesaving services in Hong Kong. |
reiterated that a permanent training centre for the Hong Kong Life
Guard Club was vital for the local sports development and the
improvement in the quality of lifesaving services in Hong Kong.
Now, the training centre in Repulse Bay is not only the open water
lifesaving training headquarters of HKLSS, but also one of the must-
see tourist destinations in Hong Kong. | could never forget about this

remarkable achievement.
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